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This time a year is bitter sweet. The 
end of the school year brings a sense of 
accomplishment and relief, but this year 
we are also going to say goodbye to 
several retiring staff members. 

 It is impossible to count the number 
of lives impacted by faculty members.  
Obvious are the students they taught, but 
it’s difficult to quantify the families they 
counselled, colleagues they supported, 
students they affected outside the 
classroom, and contributions they made to 
Moshannon Valley.  Three teachers, Mrs. 
Beth Wilson, Mrs. Claudia Hopkins, and 
Mrs. Melinda Lucas will retire at the end of 
the school year.  . 

The three teachers have more than 86 
years of service to Moshannon Valley 
between them and have had upwards of 
10,000 students pass through their 

classroom doors and 
extra-curricular 
activities.   

Mrs. Wilson 
completes her 32nd 
year; Mrs. Hopkins 
worked 29 years for 
the School District; 
and Mrs. Lucas 
completed her 25th 
year.   

Thirty-two years ago, DNA evidence 
was first successfully used in trial, The 
Simpsons first aired on TV, and President 
Reagan implored the leader of the Soviet 
Union, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, to 
“tear down this 
wall.”  U2’s With or 
Without You, 
Debby 
Gibson’s Only in 
My Dreams, and 
Tiffany’s I Think 
We’re Alone Now 
were top hit songs.  
The most popular toys were Pound 
Puppies and Teddy Ruxpin.  

Completing 25 or more years in the 
same district is becoming a rarity, and 
more than 30 years almost unseen.  
These three educator’s contributions are 

many, too numerous 
to list here, and we 
certainly wish them 
all the best in their 
future endeavors!    
We will get their 
substitute teaching 
paperwork from 
Source 4 Teachers to 
them as soon as 

possible   

 

Secondary News 

The 2019 Student-selected Teacher 
Awards were announced on Monday in 
conjunction with Teacher Appreciation 
Week.  Congratulations to this year’s 
winners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Spring Music concert was 
held on May 9th at the High School.  
Students did an outstanding job!  
Pictured is the Senior High Choir 
Students. 

 

Years of Service 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 

 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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Its  

News  

& Notes 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Mr. Eckenrode is currently in his 11th year in the District, but first 
year as a 4th grade teacher.  “This was a fun and challenging school 
year for me.  It was my first year in fourth grade,” commented Mr. 
Eckenrode.   He noted moving to a new grade and learning how to 
relate to students of a different age group, as well as, learn how to 
best teach new material can be stressful.  “Fourth grade students have 
a lot of energy.”  We get them to use that energy to be productive 
students.  He added that the new teaching team has been great to 
work with and certainly helped during his transition.   He was 
impressed with his students’ efforts on PSSA tests, and happy to see 
the tests come to an end.   

As the year comes to a close, his focus is on preparing students to 
be successful in 5th grade and after.  “It was a pleasure to work with 
this team and this group of students,” he added. 

Library Renovation – A Clean Slate… 
The Collaboration Center construction 

is underway.  The flooring was all removed 
last week and they are preparing to cut the 
concrete floor to lay electrical and data 
lines.  Follow me on Twitter for periodic 
updates throughout the summer on the 
progress of the project. 

 May 11: Prom 
 May 18: All-Sports Banquet 
 May 19:  Baccalaureate Service 
 May 24: 1 Hour Early Dismissal 
 May 28: CCCTC Graduation 
 May 29: HS Awards Night 
 June 6: 6th Grade Graduation 
 June 7: Commencement Class of 2019 

  

Only 18 Days of School Remain 

Mr. Webb attended the PA School Board 
Association and Superintendent’s Association 
Lobby Day in Harrisburg.  He met with Senator 
Langerholc and Representative Sankey to talk 
about important education issues. 

School Safety Grant… 
 Unfortunately, the District was not 
successful in securing grant funding through 
the Act 44 Safe School Grant to hire an 
additional guidance counselor.  We will be 
working on additional funding through 
other grants in hopes of bringing this to 
reality during the 2019-2020 school year at 
some point.  
Legislative Updates… 
 Two items of interest that seem to be 
gaining momentum in the legislature are 
the development of School Threat 
Assessment Teams and changing the ages 
for compulsory attendance. 
 It looks like Districts will have somewhere 
between 12 and 24 months to establish 
Threat Assessment Teams.  The threat 
assessment team would be a group of 
teachers, administrators, psychologist, 
nurse, guidance counselors and others 
required to convene to identify, evaluate, 
and address threats or potential threats to 
school security. Threat assessment teams 
review incidents of threatening behavior by 
students (current and former), parents, 
school employees or other individuals, and 
they determine a course of action from 
interventions in mental health up to law 
enforcement. 
 In February Governor Wolf proposed 
mandating that children attend school from 
age 6 to age 18, rather than the current 8 to 
17.  This change appears to be garnering 
support and could take affect for next year.  

 
 

At the Spring Music Concert, 18 new members of 
the Tri-M music honors society were inducted.  
Tri-M students are selected and recognized for 
both academics and musical talent.  


